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Community Board Meeting Minutes 

May 18, 2026 

Hilton Head High School and via Zoom 

Entire meeting presentations translated live into Spanish for those in personal attendance and on 

Zoom 

Meeting called to order 6:05 pm by Chair, Wendy Cummings. 

Immediate NEEDS from our Board: Laura Pirkey—need Board members to help with Belk Charity 

day fundraiser Sunday June 7th. (just a few hours in the morning at Belk on Hilton Head). Good time to 

spread the word about LCAHY as well. Link to sign up Belk Charity Event Sign up Link  

 

 

Introductions:  skipped  

 

Approval of Minutes: March 2026 meeting minutes were approved. Motion to Accept and seconded by 

two Board members: Francine Tobin and Laura Fuller.  

Attendance: Wendy Cummings (Chairperson and Health Sector), Francine Norz Tobin 

(Government/Solicitor’s office), Dr. Loretta Novince (LCAHY/DFC Grant Consultant),  

 

Staff: Laura Pirkey (Staff/DFC Program Director); Tracey Jones (DFC Grant Coordinator) 

 

TWO GUEST SPEAKERS : From TV station WHHI.  Susan and Jessa.  They introduced the platforms 

and other projects they are working on regarding Opioid abuse prevention and PSAs they have created on 

this topic specifically at the request of LCAHY.  These projects are being created in accordance with the 

Town of HHI and Bluffton Opioid Abatement funds grants.  These projects are being paid with Town of 

Hilton Head and Bluffton Grants LCAHY received as part of Opioid Abatement funds.  

 

TV specific project (Element): Every odd hour on the hour WHHI has a local news cast as at TV station.  

The footprint of the TV station includes Spectrum, Roku tv, Apple tv, You Tube channel, Hargray and 

Spectrum cable channels. 500,000 viewers.  Demographic includes 35 + years old which goes younger 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u5XqWyuzEMrE2Lnj5-eLCI6LrNl6d_HkdHANag7SOBc/edit?usp=sharing
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during local sports.  There are live on Friday nights High School football coverage. Plan is to make 2 

minute vignettes on Opioid topic and place those vingette in the break of newscast.  So the vignette will 

be for the entire 2 minute break.  The vignette will air 25 times per month.  As an added value to LCAHY 

WHHI will increase that frequency to 50 vignettes per month.   

 

In addition, there will be an email component of this LCAHY Opioid campaign.  These emails will be 

tailored to demographics we specify.  WHHI will deliver 150,000 emails with video to parents of school 

age children on Hilton Head. WHHI will create the videos and email content.  

 

Francine commented that we need students to have input on the creation of emails, videos and vignettes.  

 

DFC Grant Update:   Loretta Novince presented that we were awarded our grant for year 10. Loretta 

emphasized that we continue to need Board input into projects.  Everyone should be working to get our 

RX Disposal information into the community. 

 

Teens for Healthy Youth: Laura Pirkey, LCAHY’s Youth Coordinator, wrote an article for local 

newspaper Bluffton and Hilton Head Sun regarding THY’s 10-year anniversary.  The article described 

accomplishments over the last 10 years.  

 

Bluffton High THY: Teens for Healthy Youth members, Haley Marcum and Aviana Stevens presented.  

Aviana created a video for THY’s 10 Year anniversary that was shown during LCAHY’s THY 

Recognition Ceremony on April 28th, 2026.  This video also was played on Bluffton High’s student 

morning news program.   For April 29th, 2026, Fentanyl Awareness Day THY Bluffton created short video 

clips for the morning news show.  For May Mental Health Awareness Month, THY members created a 

mental health awareness bulletin board for the hallway in the school.  THY members also selling Belk 

Charity Tickets. THY BLHS Presentation May 2026   

 

Hilton Head Island High THY:  Laura Fuller, co-THY Advisor of Hilton Head Island High School presented.  

THY HHIHS’s Leadership team is transitioning from current to next year’s leaders.  Each officer was given 

a task to get done.  For example, one of the new THY officers in charge of alcohol awareness facts 

approved so they can be posted around the school.  

Cross Schools THY:  THY co-Advisor Cross Schools, Wendy Cummings presented that NEXUS came to 

Cross before prom and did a presentation about impaired driving. Students participated by wearing 

goggles that simulated being impaired.  This showed students how simple tasks are difficult when under 

the influence of alcohol.  The Beaufort County Coroner gave a compelling presentation as well.   

 

THY  Recognition Event was held on Tuesday April 28, 2026 

, at Cross Schools.  Over 200 guests attended. Aviana Stevens and Claudia Barrientos were awarded the 

LowCountry Alliance of Healthy Youth Outstanding Senior Service award & will receive a $750 

monetary award. Also, the Dr. Lorretta Novince Volunteer Award was awarded to Isabelle Carbone, Cross 

THY leader. The inaugural Dr. Loretta Novince Volunteer award recognizes a THY member (not 

necessarily a senior) who exemplifies the volunteer commitment and dedication to our LCAHY mission. 

Candidates must exemplify Commitment, Leadership, Community Vision,  Passion, and  Impact. 

https://canva.link/3f2hct6979ow7gg
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Faith Based Breakfast:  Pastor Lawson presented.  Scheduled for June 2026.  At the breakfast we plan to 

present LCAHY resources to these Youth Group Leaders in the faith community.  

Wendy asked how can we help promote this?   -- Board members could contact Pastors and Youth 

Ministers at their church or other churches and encourage participation.  

 

Sustainability Plan and Fundraising Proposals:  

Virtual Silent Auction- Jim Berl and Kristin Coby not available with feed back tonight.  

Vertical Raise- Laura Pirkey came across a website about a fundraiser called roundup.  People pick an 

organization and when you use your credit card on each purchase you have the opportunity to make a 

“round-up” amount and the amount goes to your chosen organization.  

Laura did a zoom with Billy Shilling about the process.  Working on how to promote this idea. Billy is 

willing to go to the schools and meet with parents and students on how to set up this Vertical Raise and 

how to promote it. Another idea is to make THY merchandise and push that out for purchase.  

 

BELK fundraiser: Laura presented.  This is an annual Belk Charity event.  The day we want a table at 

event and allows people to sign up that day and donate to LCAHY.  Also allows up to  

 

DFC Grant Support Documentation:  Laura presented that we all need to document our in kind hours.  

Presidents of THY groups should keep track of the things students are doing for THY and encourage 

students to document by reminding them of the events.   Go to LCAHY website under the “clock”   

Password is positivechoices. 

RX Drop off Boxes:  Tracey Jones staff presented.  Please keep distributing the RX drop off box 

information. Tonight Board members took all the boxes we have at the meeting.  We can always make 

more boxes.  

Skills Accessment:  Loretta presented.  We could contact Chamber of Commerce’s and see about joining 

those Chambers. This would allow LCAHY staff or volunteers to attend Chamber meetings. Unsure what 

funding we can tap to pay those membership dues. Skills Inventory 

https://forms.gle/Ri1eztCgEGpbMXXf8  

One Hundred Men and Women:  Wendy on behalf of the whole Board will send a thank you to this 

organization that donated $16,500 to LCAHY plus an individual who added another $1000. So $17,500 in 

total to LCAHY!!  

NEW BUSINESS:  Laura presented that we still need a CIA from a Youth Serving Organization. Also we 

need a parent to serve in the parent CIA role. Paster Lawson will reach out to Fellowship for Christian 

Athletes who is a youth serving organization.  

Our two interns that have done an awesome job in our LCAHY end their service this week.   

https://forms.gle/Ri1eztCgEGpbMXXf8
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 Meeting adjourned at 7:30  pm 

Next Meeting is Monday, August 17 , 2026 at Bluffton High School. 6 pm 

Respectfully submitted, -- Francine Norz Tobin, Recording Secretary 

 


